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What Does Love Look Like? 
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John 3: 16 makes it clear that we are deeply loved by God in the person 

of Jesus Christ who gave everything so that we might have everlasting 

life.  In our hearts and minds, we can have the assurance that no matter 

what others might say about us, we can know that we are loved by God.  

However, Jesus takes it one step further and helps us understand what 

love looks like as it is lived out in the real world.   

 

Jesus portrays love in action in the parables that He tells throughout his 

earthly ministry.  John 3:16 tells us that we are loved and saved in Je-

sus, and the parables reveal to us what the love of Jesus looks like when 

it is lived out in our daily lives.  In Luke 15, Jesus tells us three parables 

about things that are lost – a sheep, a coin, and a son.  In these three 

parables, we see that Jesus is making it clear that love goes to great 

lengths to bring restoration.  The shepherd, the woman, and the father, 

all of whom lost something important to them, expended great love and 

energy in order to find that which was lost.  The point is that the love of 

Jesus in our hearts and minds will make great investments in the lives 

of others in order to bring them home safely to Jesus.   

 

The elder brother in the parable of the prodigal son would have been 

expected to welcome all of the guests to the family home for the cele-

bration that was given in honor of his lost brother who was found.  And 

yet, we see that the elder brother refused to offer love towards his 

younger brother, his father, and the community that had been invited to 

celebrate a major event in the life of his own brother.  Again, we see 

that the love of Jesus is to be lived out in our desire to welcome home 

those who have been redeemed by the saving grace of Jesus.  Consider 

what the Pharisees finally did to Jesus, who received and ate with sin-

ners?  The love of Jesus is seen in our passion for reaching lost people 

and bringing them into the nurturing/celebrating body of Christ.  
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 The love of Jesus is 

seen in our passion for 

reaching lost people and 

bringing them into the 

nurturing/celebrating 

body of Christ.  

 God often teaches us by 

taking us through situa-

tions that will challenge 

us to grow in an area.  

 Great news for Mitford 

Fans!  



WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 

Ed V. & Carol Miller 

We have a new baby boy to report on.  Kaden Meyer 
Leichty was born into the Michael and Melanie 
Leichty family on October 18th.  Little Kaden weighed 
in at 8 lbs. 14 oz.  Now Justin has four sisters & one 
precious brother! 
 
Frank & Jane Yoder took a trip to Alaska this summer 
along with Firman & Susan Gingerich.  They drove 
Firman’s SUV from Kalona, up through Canada, up 
the Alaskan Highway and as far north as Fairbanks, 
Alaska.  They covered almost 10,000 miles and visit-
ed family along the way.  It was a trip of a lifetime!  If 
you have any questions, check with them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Seekers Sunday School Class went on a retreat at 
Crooked Creek Christian Camp several weekends 
ago.  They played games on Saturday night & some of 
the fellows stayed 
overnight.  Then they 
all came together on 
Sunday morning for 
breakfast and a time 
of worship.  Some 
men cooked breakfast 
for everyone: fried 
polenta mush with 
green chili gravy and 
fried eggs!  There 
were about 25 people 
including Rudi 
Mucaj, who was back 
from Goshen College.  We are sure you all had a great 
time together. 
 
There were three weddings in the last several months.  
Nicole Hershberger and Matthew Costello were mar-
ried on August 26th.  The happy couple now lives in 
Mondovi, Wisconsin where Nicole is a large animal 
veterinarian and Matthew works with dairy genetics.  
Nicole is the daughter of Jane Hershberger. 
 

Jacob Lehman and Katie Miller were married on Sep-
tember 23rd in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  One of the 
special moments was when Katie’s parents were es-
corting her down the aisle, and Katie was singing “I 
Can’t Help Falling in Love”.  There was not a dry eye 
to be found.  So beautiful! 
 
Amanda Beachy and Jon Leichty were also married 
on September 23rd.  This wedding was at Crooked 
Creek Christian Camp and was catered by the Seekers 
Sunday School Class.  Amanda is the pastor at Wash-
ington Mennonite Church and Jon is a farmer in the 
Mount Pleasant area.  Amanda is the daughter of 
Merle & Marlinda.  Congratulations to the newly-
weds, Jon & Amanda Bleichty!  This is not a typo, the 
couple created a new last name. 
 
Cal & Shirley Hochstedler became great grandparents 
for the 1st time.  Calvin Basil Isley bears the names of 
two of his great-grandfathers.  Little Calvin lives in 
Indianapolis, Indiana and will probably soon get a 
visit from his Kalona connection! 
 
 
Warren “Butch” Gin-
gerich made a “hole-in-
one” on hole #4 at the 
Kalona Golf Course.  This 
was during an “Early 
Bird” session several 
weeks ago.  Good shot! 
 
 
 
 
Almost 500 years ago to the day (October 31, 1517) 
marks the beginning of The Protestant Reformation.  
Anabaptism developed out of this protest!  We would 
encourage you to read some of the Anabaptist articles 
in the October 9, 2017 issue of the “Mennonite World 
Review.” 
 
Most of you know about “Dutch Blitz”, but KMC had 
a “Comforter Blitz” on Wednesday October 18th.  It 
was an all-out, swift, vigorous effort to “knot” 30 
comforters in 12 hours.  About 60 women, children, 
and men came at various times between 8:00 a.m. and 
8:00 p.m. to complete the work.  Mennonite Central 
Committee has a goal of 7000 comforters by Novem-
ber. KMC is one of the many churches that is re-
sponding.  Good job everyone! 
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Comforter Blitz: A Story in Pictures! 
October 18, 8:00 AM – 8:00 PM,  

60 people coming and going, lunch, supper,  

Thirty comforters Completed for Refuges! 

 



In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

Ebed-melech trusted God.  How do I know this?  I 

know this because God made sure that it was rec-

orded in the book of Jeremiah.  The story of Ebed-

melech has been an inspiration to me lately as I am 

trying to allow the Holy Spirit to work in me to 

increase my ability to trust in God. 

 

Ebed-melech was a Cushite court official in King 

Zedekiah’s palace.  When Ebed-melech found out 

that some evil men had taken Jeremiah and placed 

him in a muddy cistern,  he knew that Jeremiah 

would die there if no one would rescue him.  So 

Ebed-melech went to King Zedekiah and pled for 

Jeremiah’s life.  King Zedekiah commanded Ebed-

melech to take thirty men and to go rescue Jeremi-

ah.  The thirty men would imply that there could 

be opposition to Jeremiah being rescued.  Yet Ebed

-melech, a foreigner, bravely stepped out to rescue 

him.  It makes you wonder what motivated him.   

 

In Jeremiah 39 we are given an answer.  The tim-

ing is when Babylon is going to come and take 

over Jerusalem.  At this time, God sent a message 

to Ebed-melech through Jeremiah.  “I am about to 

fulfill my words for disaster and not for good 

against this city. They will take place before your 

eyes on that day.  But I will rescue you on that 

day—this is the Lord’s declaration—and you will 

not be handed over to the men you dread. Indeed, I 

will certainly deliver you so that you do not fall by 

the sword. Because you have trusted in me, you 

will retain your life like the spoils of war. This is 

the Lord’s declaration.”(Jeremiah 39:16b-18)  

Ebed-Melech was trusting God when he worked 

toward getting Jeremiah rescued and God remem-

bered that trust. It is important to God that we trust 

Him.   

During vacation this past summer, Curt told me he 

wanted me to read a particular book, One Word 

That Will Change Your Life.  It was a quick read 

(about an hour) and to be honest I wasn’t overly 

impressed with it, but when I was done reading it 

the word trust stuck in my mind.  I dismissed it, 

saying it was silly and came to me way too easily, 

but a couple hours later I wasn’t so sure.  Some-

thing happened later that led me to have a bit of a 

panic attack.  It really shook me up.  Even after the 

situation was resolved I wasn’t quite steady, but I 

was convinced that God was letting me see that I 

don’t trust Him like He desires for me to trust Him.  

However, I looked at asking God to show me how 

to trust Him more in the same way I felt when Curt 

told me that he was praying for me to have more 

patience. (No wonder my patience had been tried 

so often in that period of my life.)  In my experi-

ence, God often teaches us by taking us through 

situations that will challenge us to grow in an area.  

God telling me that I needed to trust Him more 

terrified me, because I knew He wasn’t going to 

suddenly bless me with more trust.   

Ultimately, I came to the conclusion that my choic-

es were to 1) walk through whatever God needs me 

to walk through in order to trust Him more or 2) 

live in disobedience to God.  When I realized these 

were my only choices it was easy to make a deci-

sion.  So I am asking God to teach me how to trust 

Him more.  I am reflecting on His Word and dis-

covering truth about the consequences of trusting 

anything or anyone but God.  I am also discovering 

truth about the rewards of trusting God.  And yes, 

it isn’t an easy path.   

 

(Continued on page 5) 

 

  4 



(In Pursuit, cont. from page 4) 

It’s a funny thing.  Before this summer, I would-

n’t have put trust as one of the most important 

things I needed to work on in my life.  After all, I 

easily trusted God when my daughter stayed in 

the Philippines for 7 months instead of 2 weeks.  

Also, when someone decided to put a car through 

the wall of our business, we just rolled up our 

sleeves and worked through it.  However, ever 

since I started this journey to trust God more I 

cannot tell you in how many areas I have been 

challenged.  It has been like an avalanche.  It is 

embarrassing to continually go before God and 

ask for forgiveness again and again for failing to 

trust Him. It’s going to be a fairly long road 

learning this lesson.  My comfort comes from the 

fact that God is the One who has led me down 

this path.  If He hadn’t revealed this need to me I 

wouldn’t have pursued growth in this area.   

God wants the best for us and He knows what we 

need better than anyone else.  This is something 

we can  trust, like Ebed-melech trusted.  The Bi-

ble is full of people who trusted God.  It is also 

full of people who didn’t trust Him.  We can 

learn from both groups, if we only allow God 

free reign in our hearts.  I pray we all do.   

As always, in pursuit….. 
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Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 

Birthday: 

Eunice Yoder~November 12 

Ruby Ellen Miller~November 21 

 

Anniversary: 

Darrel & Janet Showalter~November 4~56 years 

Emil & Erma Ropp~November 25~69 years 
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Library Notes 
Shirley Hochstedler 

Great news for Mitford Fans! Jan Karon’s latest 
book in the Mitford Series, To Be Where You Are, 
is now in the library! If the book is checked out, we 
can put you on the list and let you know when it is 
available! For those of you who don’t know the 
Mitford Series, start reading #1 and enjoy. These 
are gentle reads, but somehow addictive. 
 
Many of you enjoy the stories in the numerous 
Guidepost series.  Now there are a few more to en-
joy. In the Patchwork Series: Yesterdays Secrets 
and Muslin Mystery. In the Secrets of Blue Hill 
Library: Theft and Thanksgiving and Off the 
Shelf. In the Church Choir  Myster ies: The Coin 
Conspiracy and The Greedy Auctioneer.  Other  
fiction books are Greetings from the Flipside by 
Rene Gutteridge; The Apothecary’s Daughter by 
Julie Klassen; and Jillian Dare by Melanie M Jesch-
ke. 
 
Some excellent books by well known writers are 
Messy Spirituality by Michael Yaconelli; The 
Circle Maker by Mark Batterson; The Power of 
a Whisper and Just Walk Across the Room by 
Bill Hybels. 
 

Check out these books in the Autobiography sec-
tion: Crazy Quilt by Cynthia Yoder; and You Car-
ried Me, a Daughters Memoir by Melissa 
Ohden. Melissa was 14 when she learned she was 
the product of a botched abortion. This led her to 
some poor choices in her life but eventually to 
wholeness. A Must Read! 
 
Do you like listening to audio books while you 
travel or at home? Check out our shelf with inspira-
tional CD’s. New ones this month are The Five 
Love Languages by Gary Chapman and So 
Long, Insecurity by Beth Moore. 
 
And of course there are some new books for the 
younger set. Look for an old favorite that had to be 
replaced, Miss Fannie’s Hat. Other  new books 
include Mama’s Day With Little Gray, and Far 
Flutterby. 
 
The library shelves are loaded so stop by. There is a 
book waiting just for you!! 


